
Henry M. Greenberg
President-Elect, New York State Bar Association

Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
Vice Chair, Historical Society of the New York Courts





• Unemployment Caused by 
Demobilization

• High Cost of Living
• Worse Labor Unrest in 
History 

• Disintegrating Race Relations 









Millions Imagined the Bolshevik 
Revolution Lurking on Domestic Soil





















January 9, 1920 –
Hughes Writes
Open Letter to 

Sweet



“Is it not clear that the 
Government cannot be 

saved at the cost of its own 
principles? . . . This is not, 

in my judgment, 
American government.” 

Charles Evans Hughes







“Any attempt by a majority to exclude 
from the Legislature those who have 
been duly elected to its membership, 

merely because of their affiliation with a 
political party, is un-American and, if 
successful, must destroy the rights of 

minorities and the very foundations of 
representative government.”

City Bar Resolution



• 2  Chief Justices of the U.S. 
Supreme Court

• 2  N.Y. Governors
• 4  U.S. Cabinet Secretaries
• 8  State and Federal Judges
• 2  U.S. Solicitor Generals

Host of Worthies











Organized Bar 
Makes 

National News





“That in the name of hatred 
of Bolshevism, the 

Assembly has committed 
the most Bolshevist act in 
the history of the State.”  

Charles Evans Hughes









“If a majority can exclude the 
whole or a part of the 

minority because it deems 
the political views 

entertained by them hurtful, 
then free government is at an 

end."

Charles Evans Hughes





• 21 Days Long
• 2,800 page record
• The Judiciary Committee 
Recommends Expulsion of 
the Five Socialists





"Those who make their 
patriotism a vehicle for 

intolerance are very 
dangerous friends of our 

institutions.”
 

Charles Evans Hughes 





Hughes 
Delegitimized 

the Ouster



Aftermath



Thaddeus C. Sweet



Samuel Orr

New York City 
Magistrate (1941-1951)

1920



1920 New York City Magistrate 
(1936-1955)



1920 1953



1920 DeWitt Tool Company



Louis Waldman

1920 Pillar of the Bar



Chief Justice of the United 
States (1930-41)

Judge of the Permanent 
Court of International
Justice at the Hague (1928-30)

Secretary of State (1921-1925)



Boston 
Massacre

Scopes’ 
Trial



Bar 
Leadership in 
Tumultuous 
Times



“To know what has come 
before is to be armed 

against despair.” 

Jon Meacham 
The Soul of America
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